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Jorge Mardones: Oration at his funeral service*' 

H E C T O R R C R O X A T T O 

Depar tmen t of Phys io logica l Sc iences , Cathol ic Univers i ty of Chi le , 
San t iago , Chi le 

Oration at the funeral service of Prof Jorge Mardones, MD. A very successful 
and influential pharmacologist, he was Chairman of the Department of 
Pharmacology, Faculty of Medicine, University of Chile; President of the 
Academy of Sciences, Institute of Chile; National Prize of Sciences, 1977; and 
Minister of Public Health. He also served as Chief Editor of "Archivos de 
Biologia y Medicina Experimentales" {former name of this journal) between 
1964 and 1978. 
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On this so lemn occas ion , 1 can not remain 
silent. With deep sorrow I have c o m e to bid 
farewel l to J o r g e M a r d o n e s , one of my 
mos t c h e r i s h e d and a d m i r e d c l a s s m a t e s , 
with w h o m I shared a long path full of 
c o m m o n concerns and hopes . 

A t t r a c t e d b y P r o f E d u a r d o C r u z -
C o k e ' s wise and magne t i c pe r sona l i ty , we 
w e r e f o r t u n a t e —as m a n y o t h e r m e d i c a l 
s tuden t s at t he Unive r s i ty of C h i l e - to jo in 
a g r o u p u n d e r h i s g u i d a n c e . W i t h h i s 
p rophe t i c v is ion of the wor ld he opened 
our eyes to unsuspec t ed ho r i zons , showing 
us the e n o r m o u s potent ia l that scient i f ic 
research was r each ing in E u r o p e at that 
t ime . Par t i cu la r ly , he used to talk with us 
a b o u t t h e s u r p r i s i n g a d v a n c e s in t h e 
b io logy field and the i r d i rec t con t r i bu t i ons 
to m e d i c i n e . W e heard for the first t ime 
t h a t t h e s c i e n t i f i c a n d t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
d e v e l o p m e n t of a coun t ry was vital for 
a c h i e v i n g b o t h e c o n o m i c a n d s o c i a l 
p r o g r e s s . J o r g e M a r d o n e s u n d e r s t o o d 
- a m o n g the very f e w - the e s s e n c e of th is 
m e s s a g e t h a t d e f i n i t i v e l y e n l i g h t e n e d 
m o s t of his w o r k both as a m e d i c a l d o c t o r 
and a sc ien t i s t . 

He devo ted most of his academic career 
to i m p r o v e t h e p r e c a r i o u s s c i e n t i f i c 
deve lopmen t of several nat ional inst i tut ions 
a n d o r g a n i s m s in w h i c h h e w o r k e d , 
especia l ly in the Facu l ty of Medic ine of the 
U n i v e r s i t y of C h i l e and the Ins t i tu te of 
P h y s i c a l E d u c a t i o n . H e p u r s u e d with, 
pe r seve rance his p ionee r ing research line 
on p rob lems related to alcohol appet i te and 
sa t ie ty , c o n t r i b u t i n g wi th new da ta until 
s h o r t l y b e f o r e h i s d e a t h . H i s m a j o r 
a c h i e v e m e n t a n d p r o b a b l y h i s m o s t 
cher i shed aspira t ion was the foundat ion of 
the Inst i tute of P h a rmaco lo g y . With great 
effort but m u c h succes s , he was able to 
recruit a great t eam of resea rchers , from 
w h e r e the mos t d i s t i n g u i s h e d p h a r m a c o ­
logists have ar isen. 

In recognition of his research work and his 
important contributions to the development of 
pharmacology, Prof Mardones was awarded 
the National Prize of Sciences in 1977. 

H e w a s a p p o i n t e d P r e s i d e n t of the 
Chi lean A c a d e m y of Sc i ences , where he 
served with uns t in t ing devot ion and natural 
abi l i ty. H i s main interest was to look after 
the deve lopmen t of cul ture and the advan-
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cement of sc ience , which he bel ieved were 
the main responsibi l i t ies of the A c a d e m y . 

B e c a u s e of P r o f M a r d o n e s ' v a s t 
e x p e r i e n c e in the field of p h a r m a c o l o g y 
and the remarkab le p rogress achieved by 
t h e d i s c o v e r y of n e w d r u g s , he w a s 
appo in t ed Min i s t e r of Publ ic Hea l th . He 
i m p l e m e n t e d m o d e r n m e a s u r e s fo r 
improv ing the control and use of d rugs . He 
also successful ly organized the B y - L a w s of 
M e d i c a l Pub l i c Officials and es tab l i shed 
the ful l - t ime posi t ion for some j o b s . Also , 
he m a n a g e d to incorpora te in the nat ional 
budget a special fund al located to young 
r e s e a r c h e r s w h o d e v o t e d m a n y hour s of 
research work in different a reas , wi thout 
any paymen t . This meant a great s t imulus 

for improv ing the economically depressed 
scientif ic research of the count ry . 

Thanks to Prof M a r d o n e s genial i ty and 
great love of his j o b , Chi le has since 1979 a 
Nat ional Drug Reference Book, three years 
ahead of a s imi lar work approved by the 
Wor ld Heal th Organ iza t ion . 

T h e s e w o r d s s e e m r a t h e r p o o r to 
d e s c r i b e P r o f M a r d o n e s ' r e m a r k a b l e 
intel lectual abi l i t ies , his deep and balanced 
vision of the human be ing , and his unt i r ing 
search of those ini t ia t ives that dignify the 
m a n ' s life and its ins t i tu t ions . 

Y o u r c o u n t r y , y o u r fami ly and your 
fr iends, we are all here to pay homage to 
you, be ing sure that you have already found 
the Div ine Light and Ever las t ing Life. 

From left to right: Professors Jorge Mardones, Eduardo Cruz-Coke and Hector 
Croxatto. 


